
Dare to be Disciples of Jesus- Luke 9:18-24 – Pastor Edward Lindemann 

Lk. 9:18-24 Disciples of Jesus are made, not born. We came into this world sinful and 

feeble. Even after we’ve been washed in the waters of Holy Baptism and the Holy Spirit 

has been implanted in us and our hearts have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus, still 

we are in need of a great amount of strengthening. We find it difficult to stand up for 

Jesus. We confess with Paul, “The good that I would, I do not; the evil that I would not, 

that I do.” Covered with sinful flesh, our back bones are jelly and our knees are weak. 

The world is constantly wooing and wowing us with its bright lights, glittering gold, 

luxurious pleasures and its fleeting promises of the good life. The devil keeps on 

encouraging, “If it feels good, do it.” “Eat, drink and be merry, there will always be time 

later to repent and get right with God.” 

 

How can we sinners be faithful disciples of Jesus? A disciple of Jesus is a student of 

Jesus, listens to Him and learns from Him. A disciple of Jesus hears what Jesus says, 

takes it to heart, and follows Him. Understanding our weaknesses, our gracious God 

sends the Holy Spirit to encourage us strongly: “DARE TO BE DISCIPLES OF JESUS!” 

1. Bold To Confess His Name  2. Bold To Believe His Mission  3. Bold To Follow His 

Cross. 

 

In order to confess the Name of Jesus we must know Who He is. When Jesus asked His 

disciples, “Who do the crowds say I am?” They had all kinds of answers. “Some say 

John the Baptist; others say Elijah, and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago 

has come back to life.” Notice: All men! The people were looking for an earthly leader 

and ruler who would restore grandeur and glory to Israel and rid the country of Roman 

legions. Like so many people today, they tho’t of Jesus as a fine fellow, a brilliant 

teacher, a miracle worker able to defeat their enemies, not God and Savior. 

 

However, at least eleven of Jesus’ disciples believed what Peter said was true: “The Xt 

of God!” They believed on the basis of Holy Scripture that Jesus was the Promised 

Messiah, the Devil-Crusher, the Son of God, true God with the Father and the Holy 



Spirit, Who had come into the flesh to be the Savior of all. Such was the bold confession 

the disciples dared to make. 

 

To make such a bold confession takes a courageous, Spirit-worked faith. The vast 

majority of those who claim to worship God, and even many who call themselves Xtian, 

do not believe that Jesus is God. Our world needs to hear the modern day disciples of 

Jesus make such a bold, Bible-based con-fession. For the Scriptures plainly say, “No one 

who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.” 

Jesus told His enemies, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I came from 

God and now am here. I have not come on My own; but He sent Me. Why is My 

language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say, you belong to 

your father, the devil.” Again Jesus said, “I and the Father are One.” Moved by the 

Spirit of God, we, disciples of Jesus, dare to sing and shout, “Let every tongue confess 

with one accord in heaven and earth that Jesus Xt is Lord” and that He is our Savior to 

be by all adored. 

 

In that title “Savior” lies the mission of Jesus. It is imperative that we know and believe 

what He came to do and how He would do it. Plainly Jesus told His disciples, “The Son 

of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers 

of the law, and He must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 

 

God had a wonderful plan to save sinners and He gave that mission to His one and only 

Son, Jesus Xt. The Son of God worked out our salvation for us. He took on flesh, became 

our Brother, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 

lived the life we could not live. He fulfilled the law of God in all of its parts perfectly. 

He had no sin, but God laid on Him the sins of us all. Jesus suffered and died to pay the 

penalty for the sins of all people of all time. He died the death we deserved to die. 

 

Notice, as Jesus said, “He must do this!” There was no other way for sinners like you 

and me, to be rescued from the guilt and curse of our sin. No one could make amends 



with the righteous and holy God for themselves, to say nothing about anyone else. For 

God’s righteousness and holiness could only be appeased with blood. As the Scriptures 

say, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” Only the holy 

blood of Jesus, God’s Son, was precious enough to forgive the sins of all people. 

 

It was absolutely necessary that God’s plan be carried out for our salvation. Any change 

or failure to carry it out meant eternal damnation for all people. To prevent Jesus from 

going to the cross would give Satan the victory. Be-cause there was so much 

misunderstanding among the people concerning the work of the Messiah, Jesus “strictly 

warned” His disciples to keep the news about His suffering, death and resurrection 

quiet for the time being. Jesus had to suffer and die to redeem all sinners. There was no 

other way.There still is no other way! Jesus is “the Way and the Truth and the Life; no 

one comes to the Father except thru Him.” It is Jesus’ life, suffering, death and 

resurrection that save us. It is not our works, our good intentions, our winsome 

personalities, our ideas and opinions that get us to heaven. Jesus’ blood and 

righteousness my beauty are, my glorious dress; midst flaming worlds in these arrayed, 

with joy shall I lift up my head. With Job I put my confidence in Jesus and sing, “I know 

that my Redeemer lives, what comfort this sweet sentence gives. He lives and grants me 

daily breath; He lives and I shall conquer death. He lives my mansion to prepare; He 

lives to bring me safely there.” That’s Jesus, God’s Son’s, mission and I believe it! By 

God’s grace, so do you! 

 

With such a sure and certain hope living in our hearts we dare to be Jesus’ disciples and 

are bold to follow His cross, as He instructs us. “If anyone would come after Me,” Jesus 

said, “He must deny himself and take up His cross daily and follow Me.” Even as there 

is no salvation without the cross so also those who dare to be disciples of Jesus must 

also be willing to bear their cross or crosses. Unfortunately such instruction is 

completely foreign to many would be Xtians. Many claim disciplehip with Jesus for 

entirely material reasons. They seek some earthly reward or glory. 

 



The crosses Xtians bear are the hardships and sufferings and persecutions they endure 

as a consequence of faithfully following Jesus. Carrying a cross is never easy, but Jesus 

gives us the strength to bear it, and He will use it to increase our appreciation for the 

cross He bore for us. Our cross will never be as heavy as His. But making God and His 

will the center of our life will always involve sacrifice. In many countries and even in 

the USA, Xtians are being persecuted because of their faith in Jesus. They may be 

shunned, disinherited, jailed, physically abused, even killed. 

 

Generally, in our own country the devil’s influence is more subtle. Xtians who identify 

with Jesus as His disciples and are willing to stand up for Him are often looked down 

upon, ridiculed, made fun of as being old-fashioned and out of touch with reality. To 

agree with what the Bible says and follow thru by doing what it says or avoiding those 

things that offend our Savior may mean the loss of profit or advancement and would-

be-friends in order to remain faithful to Jesus. We will not have to go looking for crosses 

as disciples of Jesus. They will come naturally as a part of our Xtian life. 

 

It has been said that the Lord Jesus has many would-be disciples, that is: those who 

claim Him as Lord as long as it doesn’t cost too much. They may be good or not so good 

members of the congregation, more than happy to receive all the benefits of 

membership in the church but can’t appreciate Jesus when He says, “Whoever wants to 

save his life will lose it, but who-ever loses his life for Me will save it.” Nowhere in the 

Gospels do we read that Jesus is satisfied if He gets some of our time, a little of our 

talent and the leftovers of our treasure. Even as Jesus demands that we accept all of 

Him or none of Him; so He wants all of us or nothing. The three would-be followers of 

Jesus we heard about in our Gospel reading are prime examples of those who were in 

danger of losing the Kingdom. 

 

If our primary purpose in life is to build up a wonderful earthly existence, to enjoy the 

many pleasures of this life, to accumulate wealth and be totally satisfied with the 

desires of our flesh, we will lose everything, including eternal life. Indeed, as Jesus said, 

“What good is it for a man to gain the whole world and yet lose or forfeit his very self?” 



 

On the other hand, losing one’s life for Jesus and His gospel, living in tune with God’s 

will, making Xt and His Church the desire of our heart, the work of our hands and the 

recipient of our gifts “out of love for Him Who first loved us” means keeping God’s gift 

of eternal life. The original disciples of Jesus are prime examples of losing their lives for 

Jesus. They gave Him their all. Many of them even suffered a martyr’s death. “Be 

faithful to the point of death,” Jesus said, “and I will give you the crown of life.” 

 

Will we dare to be disciples of Jesus? Understand and know that there will be crosses to 

bear. There is no crown without the cross! But there is a crown, the crown of life which 

the Lord Jesus has purchased with His life blood and which He promises to all His 

disciples who were bold to confess His Name, bold to believe His Mission and bold to 

follow His cross. 

 


