
February 5, 2016 (5th Sunday after the Epiphany)      Matthew 5:14-16 

14“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  

15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 

light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

GLOW BRIGHTLY IN THE DARK 

What do these four pictures have in common?   (Show each slide)  Can you make a guess?  Each one glows in 

the dark.  The first one is a scorpion.  There are zoos that have scorpions in glass cases in the nocturnal section 

of the zoo.  In the darkness of the glass case, when a black light is turned on, the wavelengths of this ultraviolet 

light causes the scorpion’s body to glow.  Fluorescent chemicals in the outer covering of the body make the 

scorpion glow in the dark.  The next slide we see are dazzling glowworms.  They produce bioluminescence that 

makes them glow in the dark so that they can attract insects and drop sticky silken thread that sticks to and traps 

their supper.  Do you recognize the next one?  It’s a glowworm.  You put batteries in and your kids go in a dark 

room and watch the worm glow.  What about this next one?  It seems kind of odd but this is a picture of 

creatures that glow in the dark.  I’m talking about Christians, you and me, who have the love of Christ in our 

hearts that reflect in the Christian lives that we lead, bringing the light of hope and joy into a world darkened by 

sin, unbelief and death.  Jesus reminds us of that in our text, words that encourage us Christians to glow 

brightly in the dark.  We will see why it is possible for us to glow and the reason Jesus wants us to glow. 

Our text begins with Jesus saying to his disciples, You are the light of the world.  We know Jesus once called 

himself the Light of the world.  Do we deserve to be called the same name as Jesus?  Let’s do some comparing 

for a moment.  Jesus was a bright shining light when it came to his thoughts, perfectly pure, loving and kind.  

How about us?  Oh, we have our moments of God-pleasing thoughts but then we also have those greedy, selfish 

and immoral thoughts we wouldn’t want people to know.  Far from perfect.  Jesus was a bright shining light 

when it came to the words from his mouth, no cursing,  foul language,  gossip or slander, no harsh or bitter 

words to hurt people, no lies.   Can the same be said about us?  Don’t we wish?  Not even close.  Jesus was a 

bright shining light when it came to his actions.  He never used any part of his body for sinful gratification, for 

selfish gain or to hurt people.  How about us?  Would we always describe our actions as shining examples for 

others to follow or would a more accurate description be that they often glow with the dark? 

My friends, the truth of the matter is that we are nothing like Jesus.   Jesus was the lamb without spot or 

blemish.  We have many spots and blemishes.  So how can Jesus call us “the light of the world?”  Is it because 

compared to the lives of many people, we are better?  Is it because we try harder to keep God’s commandments 

than many other people?  We like to think that way.  Yet, that way of thinking is dead wrong because our holy 

and just God says. Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the book of the 

law.  In other words, because of sin we deserve to glow forever in the fires of hell.   

So we go back to the question.  How can Jesus call us the light of the world?  The answer is really simple.  It’s 

Jesus.  Jesus came into this world as the light of the world to shatter the darkness of sin.  To do this, he would 

put the spotlight on the perfect life he lived to make up for our imperfect lives.  He would then put the spotlight 

on his cross where he made the perfect sacrifice for our sins and then on the empty tomb to show that he had 

risen from the dead.  All this Jesus did for us.  God wasn’t done though.  Through the Gospel the Holy Spirit 

has opened our eyes to see who Jesus is, what he has done for us, and the future home in heaven that awaits us.  

The Holy Spirit has opened up the dark curtain of our hearts to let the light of Jesus shine in, making it possible 

for us to glow in the dark.  We merely reflect the light of Jesus that the Holy Spirit put in our hearts when he 

brought us to faith. 

When my kids had a glowworm, they would come to me sometimes and say, “Daddy, it’s broke.  It’s not 

glowing anymore.”  I would assure them that the glowworm was not broke but just needed new batteries.  Jesus 

doesn’t want us to be like a glowworm with almost dead batteries.   That’s not what you would call shining.   



He wants us to glow brightly by recharging our batteries on a regular basis with God’s Word and Holy 

Communion.  He doesn’t want our light to be as dim as that of young man who grew up in a Christian home and 

spent the summer months working in a Canadian lumber camp.  This camp was well known for its wild partying 

and vulgar language.  When he returned home after the summer and was asked how he got along with the 

others, he said, “I got along just fine.  They never knew I was a Christian.”  Talk about shameful denial.   

 

Before we start throwing stones, would strangers ever have reason to wonder if we were Christians?  If we use 

social media like facebook or texting or twitter, and say things or post pictures that are cruel or vulgar, immoral 

or sexual, slanderous and downright mean, is that what you would call glowing in the dark?  I don’t think so.  

Why?  Jesus says.  “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do 

people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone 

in the house. Think of it.  We have our Savior, the Light of the world, shining in our hearts.  How can that light 

not glow in the dark?  Why would ou want to hide it?  That is one of the purposes we have here on earth.  We 

are to be a bright glow to the dark world around us, and believe me, the darkness of sin and unbelief is 

frightening and powerful.  So what does it mean to glow in the dark?   

 

It means to let the light of Jesus’ love glow in our lives.  It starts in the home where the husband strives to be the 

loving, unselfish servant leader and the wife the loving, unselfish servant helper treating each other with a spirit 

of forgiveness, patience, kindness and gentleness.  It means parents making your number one priority to bring 

up your children to be followers of the Lord Jesus by bringing them to church every week; by praying together 

in the home, by making God’s Word a daily part of the home; by lovingly disciplining your children when they 

do wrong; by setting an example of what it means to love God and our neighbor.  It means children showing 

love and respect to your parents by recognizing them as God’s representatives and obeying them.   

This light is to glow brightly not just in the home but outside of it.  Young people, let your light shine in your 

school and with your friends by saying no to parties where drugs and alcohol will be served; by saying no to 

sexual activity with the person you are dating; by the words that come out of your mouths; by being kind to the 

person who is being picked on; by not being afraid to let kids know that you believe in Jesus.  Let your light 

shine when you are with your neighbors, friends or coworkers.  Don’t be afraid to stand up for the truths of 

God’s Word when people attack or question it.  Be careful that you don’t join in when the gossip starts and 

make it clear you don’t want to be a part of it.  Don’t give the impression it’s okay every once in a while to let it 

snap and do what the world does, to sow those wild oats now and then.   

Let your light shine by your smiles, your concern when you see someone is having a bad day; to show acts of 

kindness; to tell someone you are praying for them.  Let your light shine when you are going through hard and 

painful times: family problems, loss of a job, dealing with cancer, the sudden death of a loved one.  Even 

though you may be scared; even though you may question God; even though you may be sad; even though you 

don’t want this to be happening, you don’t suffer or grieve like people who have no hope.  You have hope 

because the Lord is your light and your salvation; of whom or what shall you be afraid?  Let that hope glow in 

your lives.  Let your light shine by taking every opportunity you have to share your Savior with your loved ones 

and friends.  You hold in your hands and in your heart the only antidote that can save them from an eternity in 

hell, the good news of Jesus, your Savior and theirs.  Don’t be afraid to tell them what he means to you and 

what he has done for them. You see, every day each one of us has so many opportunities to glow in the dark; to 

let the light of Jesus reflect in our lives.   

The reason we glow in the dark is not to attract attention to ourselves.  Our purpose is not to get people to look 

at us and think.  “Wow!  Look at them!  What strong Christians they are!”  No.  We want to draw attention to 

our God who loved us and saved us from sin and death.  Jesus makes that point in our text when he said.  Let 

your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.   

 
My friends, I find it amazing that there are creatures that can glow in the dark.  What I find even more amazing 

is that we who are sinful human beings can glow in the dark.  The only reason we are able to do that is because 



the Holy Spirit has put Jesus who is the Light of the world, into our hearts.  In order for this light to glow 

brightly for people to see, we need the Gospel in Word and Sacrament.  To glow brightly in the dark, our faith 

needs constant recharging.  That’s why we have church services.  That’s why we partake of the Lord’s Supper.  

That’s why we have schools, Bible classes, Bibles in our homes, Meditation and other devotional booklets. So 

my friends, glow brightly in the dark so that more and more people might be brought to the light of the truth 

that Jesus is their Savior from sin.  Glow brightly in the dark so that more and more people will see your good 

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.  . Amen.   


