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OUR GOD IS A JUST GOD 

I once heard a news story about a man who was standing trial for his 8
th

 drunk driving charge within five years 

and driving without a license.  The jury found him guilty and the judge could have sent him to jail for years.  

Instead, the judge gave him a fine and put him on probation for a number of months.  Throughout the state 

people were crying out “Injustice”  “Not fair.”  How could the judge have given such an unjust punishment?  

“Injustice” or “not fair” are cries we hear or speak quite often.  Sometimes the cries are legitimate and 

sometimes not. 

 

I wonder how many people will cry out “injustice” or “not fair” on Judgment Day when God sends them to hell 

for all eternity.  Sad to say, I’m afraid the number will be extremely high.  The apostle Paul in his words to the 

Thessalonians addresses this issue as he makes one point perfectly clear.  Our God is not unfair.  Our God is a 

just God.  He is just when he brings relief to his people.  He is just when he punishes the unbeliever for all 

eternity. 

 

“Is God angry at me?  Maybe God is punishing me.”  How often haven’t we wondered that?  The Thessalonians 

at Paul’s time did and I can understand why.  Life was no picnic for them.  Christians were being arrested and 

beaten, having their property confiscated and their businesses ruined; their lives and that of their children’s 

threatened and bullied and ridiculed.  Why was all this happening?  Was their just God getting even with them 

for something they had done?  Almost 2000 years has passed since that time and it’s really no different.  

Christians are still being persecuted and slaughtered in some of the Middle East countries as well as other 

countries in the world.   How about Japanese Christians?  Imagine how it must feel to have your mom and dad 

tell you they hate you; your grandfather curse you and your grandmother spit in your face.  Why?  The Holy 

Spirit brought you to faith in Jesus causing you to abandon the gods of your ancestors.  How about Christianity 

in the 21
st
 century here in the US?  Living the Christian life, speaking out against various forms of immorality, 

standing up for teaching all of God’s Word in its truth and purity leads to ridicule and name calling. That hurts 

and at times might make us feel like crawling under a shell to hide.  Why does God allow things like this to 

happen all over the world?  Why does he allow people to treat Christians like this?   Is it some sort of 

punishment? 

 

The answer is no as we hear what Paul says about this.  All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and 

as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. The 

Thessalonian Christians as well as all of us need to remember that the world hates followers of Christ.  They 

hate our values and our teachings.  The devil has put a big target on our backs and shoots all kinds of 

temptations at us to get us to doubt God and destroy our faith.  The fact that this is going on is proof that God’s 

judgment is right.  The devil and his followers don’t want us to witness to the truth.  They want the truth 

suppressed and silenced.  Paul says that this is proof that the Thessalonians and all Christians belong to God.  

God is using the suffering to show we are counted worthy of God’s kingdom. 

 

Hold on for a second.  Are we hearing this right?  How could the Thessalonians or anyone for that matter be 

worthy of God’s kingdom?  Doesn’t God demand us to be perfect?  Doesn’t God say, There is no one 

righteous, not even one?  Doesn’t God say, All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God?  Doesn’t 

God say, The wages of sin is death?  Doesn’t God say, Cursed is everyone who does not do everything 

written in the book of the Law?  How could Paul use the word “worthy” when no one is? 

 

Paul tells us how. God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who 

are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing 

fire with his powerful angels.  Over the years many TV commercials have been made on products for you to 

use to find relief from heartburn and indigestion.  In one of the commercials the question is asked.  How do you 

spell relief?  The answer R-O-L-A-I-D-S.   Rolaids.  Let’s change that a bit.  How does a Christian spell relief 

from sin and evil, from eternal damnation in hell?  The answer is J-E-S-U-S.  The only reason God does not 



punish us but instead, gives us relief, is Jesus.  A just God demands punishment for sin but he didn’t want us to 

take that punishment.  So instead of punishing us, he decided to punish his one and only Son.  Can you believe 

God would actually do that?  God put the sins of the entire world on Jesus and had him nailed to a cross in our 

place to spare us from the punishment of hell.  By grace through faith in Jesus, faith the Holy Spirit created in 

our hearts, we get credited with Jesus’ holiness.  A just God declares us not guilty of sin because payment has 

been made.  A just God then does more.  He gives relief to his children, relief in the form of answers to prayers; 

help and strength to face the persecutions and the troubles of this life; and finally, the ultimate relief that will 

come when Jesus returns with his powerful angels to get us.  This relief is hard for us to imagine.  Relief from 

all sin and the consequences of sin; relief in a place where happiness is guaranteed and never-ending; relief in a 

place where we will say, “This is too good to be true” as we stand in amazement looking at the home our Lord 

has prepared for us.  What a relief that will be! 

  

The unbelievers though will have a completely different picture of the day Jesus returns and no relief 

whatsoever.  Listen to what that day will be like for them.  He will punish those who do not know God and 

do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut 

out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might on the day he comes to be glorified in 

his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you 

believed our testimony to you. Whom is Paul talking about here?  He’s talking about people who don’t believe 

Jesus lived and died to pay for their sins; people who reject Jesus as their Savior from sin; people who don’t 

believe that salvation is found in no one else but Jesus.  Because of their unbelief and rejection, the punishment 

Jesus will bring when he returns is this, everlasting destruction.  Those words seem to contradict each other but 

what that means is that they will be going through the process of destruction in the fire of hell but that process 

will never end.  Their agony will be complete separation from the presence and glory and majesty of God.  

What a terrible punishment that will be and it will never end! 

 

When it comes to hell, some people like to make jokes about it as though it were not that bad of a place.  Some 

picture it as a place where a lot of their friends are going to be so it won’t be that bad; a place where anything 

goes and you won’t be held responsible for anything you do.  Boy, the devil is good at lying and good at getting 

people to believe his lies.  Jesus describes hell as a place where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

One man when hearing these words said “I don’t have to worry.  I don’t have any teeth.”  The pastor said, “God 

will provide the teeth.”  The apostle Jude describes unbelievers as wandering stars, for whom blackest 

darkness has been reserved forever.    
 

I came across another description of hell that sent chills down my spine.  “Hell is a bottomless pit that 

conjures up dreamlike feelings of falling.  You’ve all had dreams like that, where when you woke your 

heart was beating because you were falling.  Picture in your mind hanging over a cliff and God is hanging 

onto you.  You decide you don’t need him anymore so you let go.  The moment you let go you know you 

made a mistake.  You’re falling and every moment you fall further and further away from the only 

source of help and truth and joy and love.  You know you made a mistake and you can’t get back up.  

You fall further and faster and further and faster into spiritual oblivion and you know you’re going in 

the wrong direction. You would give anything to go back but you can’t.  You fall and you fall and you 

fall.  How long?  Forever.  In hell there is never the bliss of annihilation.  You’d give anything for 

annihilation, but it’s unavailable, only the conscious continuation of emotional anguish, physical anguish 

and spiritual anguish forever.”  Hell is not an okay place to be.  It is eternal exclusion from the Lord and his 

home.  We need to remember that God doesn’t want anyone to be there.  He has gone through terrible agony to 

keep this from happening, the agony of allowing and watching his one and only Son suffer extreme physical 

pain and then punishing his Son for the sins of the world by making him feel the pains of hell.  No matter how 

much we may dislike passages talking about hell, two truths always emerge.  It is God’s justice that is being 

carried out, not meanness or cruelty but justice on God’s part.  Second, it comes to those who refuse to follow 

or believe in Jesus.  People who choose to live their life here on earth without Jesus will spend their eternity 

without him.   

 



My friends, when Jesus returns, what a wonderful day that will be for all who love and believe in him!  We will 

stand before God clothed in the spotless robe of Jesus’ righteousness and come face to face with our Savior and 

see him in all his glory.  We can’t help but be wowed by all that.  For those who reject Jesus and don’t believe 

in him as their Savior, what a horrible day that will be!  What a horrible eternity it will be for them as they 

experience everlasting destruction!  Many refuse to believe that will happen but that doesn’t change the fact that 

it will.  I want each one of you to take a moment and think of someone you know who doesn’t believe in Jesus.  

Right now, if that person would die, that person would go to hell.  So don’t keep quiet.  Invite that person to 

church.  Tell that person you will pick him up.  That person needs to hear the Word so that the Holy Spirit has 

the opportunity to work faith in his heart.  Nothing could be more important because the final judgment is 

coming and it can come at any time.  Our God is a just God who will come and give relief to his people but he 

will also come to punish the unbelievers for all eternity.  This is the promise of our loving and just God, our 

God who deserves our glory and praise along with our lives of service.  Amen. 

 


