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In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome!  We 

pray that within our church you will find the 

quiet assurance of God’s presence, the warmth of 

Christian fellowship, and the abiding truth of 

God’s Word.  Come worship with us again! 

 
 

 

FOR VISITORS___________________________________________  

 Visitor Cards: If this is your first visit to Zion, welcome! Please fill out a blue visitor card. You will find 

them in the pew racks and on the media counter in the lobby. 

 Restrooms: The main restrooms are located just off the lobby. A family restroom is located down the hall 

from the library. 

 Parents: You may use the library, lobby or fellowship hall for nursing or other childcare. Changing 

stations are provided in all restrooms. 

 Sound: Hearing assistance is available for your use. Both the sanctuary and fellowship hall are equipped 

with hearing loops. Please set your hearing aid to the T (telecoil) setting. Portable audio receivers are 

also available from the ushers. 

 Information: The media counter is located in the entryway. Here you will find magazines, brochures, 

devotional booklets, children’s bulletins, and more. 

 Contact:  Our pastors and principal are here to serve you.  Contact information is provided below. 

 
 

 

 

SERVING TONIGHT___________________________________________  

Preaching .......................................................................................................................... Pastor Timothy Schwartz 

Presiding ........................................................................................................................... Pastor Timothy Schwartz 

Organist ................................................................................................................................................... Marie Becker 

Ushers ............................ Jeff Henning, Daryl Berndt, Leo Fischer, Matt Weidner, Rodney Hacht, Mark Tiedt 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US___________________________________________  

Website ........................................................................................................................................... zioncolumbus.org 

Office Phone ........................................................................................................................................... 920-623-5180 

Office Email ..................................................................................................................... office@zioncrusaders.com 

Church Address ....................................................................................................................... 812 Western Avenue 

School Address ........................................................................................................................  822 Western Avenue 

Pastor Robert Wilke ....................................................................................... 920-623-4870; revrwilke@gmail.com 

Pastor Tim Schwartz ................................................................................. 509-480-2967; tschwartz24@gmail.com 

Principal Alex Vandenberg ...................................................... 507-353-0719; avandenberg@zioncrusaders.com 
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EVENING MEDITATION 

 

OPENING HYMN     The Old Year Now Has Passed Away | CW 71 

 

 

M: Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.          Luke 24:29 

C: Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.    Matthew 28:20 

M: Your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.  

C: The Lord will guide you always.       Isaiah 58:10,11 

M: Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more;  

C: the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end.    Isaiah 60:20 

M: On no day will the gates of the Holy City ever be shut,  

C: for there will be no night there.                 Revelation 21:25 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Eternal son of God, on this day you were called Jesus, a name that proclaims you to be 

the Savior of all people. Give us strength in the new year to live each day to the honor of 

your name; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

 

FIRST LESSON                  2 Samuel 7:8–16 | NIV  

ow then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you from 

the pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 9 I 

have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from 

before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men on earth. 
10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a 

home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, 

as they did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my 

people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.  

“The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: 12 When 

your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed 

you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build 

a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his 

father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by 

men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. 15 But my love will never be taken away from 

him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house and your 

kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’ ”  

 

N 



Page | 4  
 

PSALM OF THE DAY                 CW 148 

 
 

Praise the LORD from the heavens,* 

praise him in the heights above. 

Praise him, all his angels,* 

praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 

Praise him, sun and moon,* 

praise him, all you shining stars. 

 

Refrain 

 

Praise the LORD from the earth,* 

lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding, 

you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,* 

wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 

kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,* 

young men and maidens, old men and children. 

Let them praise the name of the LORD,* 

for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON             Colossians 1:13–20 | NIV  

or he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of 

the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all 

things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 

might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.  

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Help Us, O Lord, for Now We Enter | CW 70:1-3 

 

 

SERMON      God Keeps His Promises to You | Luke 1:68–75  

68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 

because he has come to his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a horn  of salvation for us 

in the house of his servant David 
70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 

71 salvation from our enemies 

and from the hand of all who hate us— 
72 to show mercy to our ancestors 

and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 

74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 

and to enable us to serve him without fear 
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

 

 

HYMN               Help Us, O Lord, for Now We Enter | CW 70:4-5 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

M: Every good and perfect gift comes from you, heavenly Father – all we need for body and 

life. Keep our minds always on you as our provider and protector. Keep our hearts 

always on your Son, Jesus Christ as our Savior from sin. Let our generosity in offerings 

be an acceptable reflection of our response to your caring love. Move us to work 

together that the ministry these offerings support be fruitful in your kingdom. 

C: Amen. 

F 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 Brief silence 

M: Eternal God, you have been our dwelling place in every generation, but our years pass 

quickly.  We thank you that although we sin much, He is our righteousness and peace. 

As this year draws to a close, prepare our hearts for your Son’s return. Forgive the sins 

of this past year — those we know and those unknown to us. Heal any division in our 

families, friendships and in this church, and keep us faithful to Christ our Lord in the 

coming year, repentant of our sins and confident in His mercy and truth. Lord, in your 

mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

M: Thank you for the countless blessings you have given this past year — for the whole of 

our lives, our well-being and that you do not withhold from us your saving Word. Teach 

us to number our days so that the blessings and distractions of this life never turn our 

hearts from you. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

M: Gracious Father, calm the hearts of those who look to the future with foreboding or fear, 

rather than with confidence and hope. For all who face illness, pain and suffering, and 

those to whom death draws near, give the peace that only you can give. Lord, in your 

mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

 Requested prayers. 

M: O God, bless this land in the new year. Give us honest work, effective education and 

leaders of good character. Save us from violence and discord, bringing a common 

purpose and harmony where there is division. As we elect new officials in the coming 

year, guide us to make wise decisions and establish policies and laws that serve the 

common good. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

M: Keep far from us all doubts about you, knowing that as the God-Man you have won our 

salvation. Give us faith in your promises, and make us worthy, through simple faith, to 

eat and drink your body and blood for our forgiveness. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

M: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

 

M: Holy Father, in the beginning, you spoke and created light. But we loved the darkness of 

sin and unbelief. When the time had fully come,  

C: you sent your Son to be a light for those walking in darkness and in the shadow of 

death.  

 

M: We praise you and give you thanks that Jesus, the eternal Word,  

C: became flesh and made his dwelling among us;  

M: that born of a woman, born under law,  

C: he lived without sin as our substitute;  

M: that as the Lamb of God,  

C: he suffered and died to take away the sin of the world;  

M: that he rose from death  

C: and lives forever to proclaim peace to all. 

M: As the shepherds came to the manger,  

C: we now approach your altar with reverent joy. 

M: Here we find our Savior, Christ the Lord, who gives us his body and blood for 

forgiveness and peace.  

C: Through this meal, bring us life and light. Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

(†) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my (†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: Amen.  
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COMMUNING AT ZION 

COMMUNION:  If you are visiting today we ask you to speak to one of our pastors before communing.  

We follow the Biblical, ancient custom of close communion (also called “member 

communion”). 

CONFESSION:  Receiving Holy Communion is a statement of faith.  Any person who takes communion 

with a group of believers is publicly saying, “I believe everything this church teaches.” 

INSTRUCTION:  In order for people to understand the teachings that they are confessing when they take 

communion, we offer classes on the Christian faith in our church (and all of our WELS and 

ELS churches).  We ask all visitors who have not yet received such instruction to first go 

through the classes before taking part in the Lord’s Supper. 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have 

graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this 

night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy 

angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (+), and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.        2 Corinthians 13:14 

C: Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN                Father, Let Me Dedicate | CW 75 
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