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Satanology 101 

 

A.     There was a comedian back in the 1970s, Flip Wilson, he’s pretty much forgotten now—but one of 

his taglines was “The devil made me do it!” Bugs Bunny used to have a little “Devil Bugs” pop up on one 

shoulder and an “Angel Bugs” pop up on the other and argue about what Bugs would do next. It was always 

good for a laugh. But there’s enough evil in our world, it’s not really a joke. Think of the things people do to 

one another. There’s one news story about a famous coach who did as he pleased and he hurt and emotionally 

scarred some young people who trusted him. There are other news stories—it seems there’s a new one every 

day—about people who get high on a drug called “bath salts,” lose their minds and then do unspeakable things. 

And there are other stories—so common they don’t make the news any more—of relationships broken, families 

broken, all because one or both spouses quit loving and quit listening. Then there are the things people do to 

themselves—ruining their lives with excess of food, drink, drugs, sex. Movie stars and rock stars make the news 

when they die of drug overdoses, reckless accidents or AIDS. It happens to those who are not rich and famous, 

too. What looks like fun and enjoyment blinds people to dangers and ends up in sadness and tragedy. Satan is 

alive and well in our world, and he’s still at work ruining lives and destroying faith. It’s no joke. 

  

I. His main goal is to disrupt your walk with God. 

 

A. His main goal is to disrupt your walk with God.  

Think about Adam and Eve in the garden. Take Satan and temptation out of the picture and think of 

what they had and what future was ahead of them! God told them “Be fruitful and increase in number; 

fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living 

creature that moves on the ground” (Genesis 1:28). In other words, “Here’s my creation. Enjoy it to 

the fullest! You’re in charge!” I’ve always been fascinated by the beginning of today’s first 

lesson.  “The man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD as he was walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day…” I wonder, did this happen often? Does “cool of the day” mean evening? Did God sit 

down with Adam and Eve at the end of each day and ask, “What did you do today? What did you learn 

about my creation? What do you plan to do tomorrow?” How wonderful that was! How wonderful it 

would have been! You have a taste of that kind of life, walking with God as he speaks to you in his 

Word and as you speak to him in prayer. 

 

B.     Remember the Devil’s chief goal is to disrupt your walk with God.  

He’s out to wreck everything. He knows he can’t hurt God who is almighty, above and beyond everything, so 

he tries to hurt God by hurting God’s children. To Adam and Eve God gave only one negative command. 

“Don’t eat from that one tree.” So the devil proceeded to tempt them to do just that. Why? It was just fruit. If 

you like the popular image… Just an “apple.” But it was more than just an apple. It was God’s command. It was 

the one thing that would disrupt Adam and Eve’s walk with God. Not just on God’s part—not just God being 

offended at Adam and Eve’s disobedience.  Immediately it changed their nature. Their guilt made them want to 

hide from God. An all-seeing, all-knowing God can see through fig leaves. He can see half-eaten apples lying 

on the ground. But they tried to hide because guilt and shame had changed them. Does God see and know 

everything you and I do? Of course he does. Do we try to hide from him, or do we try to hide things from him? 

Do we try to stay away from God—avoiding his Word, avoiding worship, because we know what we will hear 

him say? That’s the devil’s goal. He achieved his goal with Adam and Eve. He achieves it with us way too 

often. 

II. He calls good things bad and bad things good 

. 

A.     Satan is subtle. He will never appear in a red suit with horns and a pitchfork and say, “Hi. I’m 

Satan and I’m here to ruin your life.” He’s never done that. Instead, he sneaks around in such a way that you 

don’t even think it’s the devil talking. Instead, he says, “Hi. I’ve got a useful idea that might make everything 
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easy and good.” Isn’t that his tactic in Genesis 3? “God doesn’t have the best in mind for you. The reason he 

says that something is bad for you is that it will put you on his level.” Much like a fisherman, disguising a 

deadly hook with something attractive and appetizing. Who can resist thoughts like these? “You are your own 

person. You don’t have to listen to your husband or wife.” “This is 2012—we’re progressive now. Anything 

goes as far as lifestyle is concerned.” “Nobody’s looking—you can stuff your pockets.” “Your private life is 

nobody’s business but yours. What people don’t know about you won’t hurt. If it’s secret, the public perception 

of your character will be just fine.” “Your pride is most important. How dare anyone insult you. You’re going to 

have to strike back hard.” All those are the devil’s bait. He calls the bad things good, attractive, progressive. It 

doesn’t change the fact that there’s a deadly hook underneath—things destructive to you and others. Things that 

will disrupt your walk with God. 

 

B.     And he calls the good things bad. Self control, moderation and discipline. “What useless ideas!” the 

devil says. “You should enjoy yourself.” Remembering your Creator and respecting his commands? “Who’s to 

say the Bible is the Word of God?” he says. “Your ideas are as good as the ones in that book.” And then, 

without God’s good guidance, we become like the sheep going astray. When we become the ones calling good 

things bad and bad things good, the devil grins. “Ah! Now I’m not alone in my work!” Satan does all these 

things in a very subtle way. Here I’ve described the devil’s tactics in a way that’s hard to miss. He’s much 

sneakier. Some of the worst sins and worst tragedies in the world came about when people thought they were 

doing something good. In Proverbs, Solomon says,“There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it 

leads to death” (Proverbs 14:12, NIV84). 

 

III. He wants you to overestimate his power and underestimate your power in Christ.  

 

A.     The devil has different tactics for different people. For the world without Christ—for the people who 

are not walking with God, he doesn’t have to do much. Just keep them accepting good as bad and bad as good. 

Keep them away from the living Word and the living Savior. But for those who struggle with temptation, the 

devil has this strategy. He wants you to overestimate his power and underestimate your power in Christ. St. Paul 

was almost there—under the devil’s thumb. In Romans 7 he wrote, “I know that nothing good dwells in me, that 

is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the 

good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. … Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me 

from this body of death?” (Romans 7:18-19,24, ESV).  When we’re tempted and when we fall, it’s easy 

to overestimate the devil’s power. “I was tempted. I sinned. There’s no way out of this. I’m stuck in hate. Stuck 

in self-indulgence. Stuck in my ways with no way out.”  You look at the world and see what looks like 

everyone and everything going the opposite direction it should be going. The devil looks strong. That’s the 

appearance he wants to have. But is he really honest about anything? 

 

B.     You have a stronger Savior. This is why the Revelation pictures Satan as bound with an iron chain. This 

is why Jesus pictures Satan as being bound. When the Gospel is preached – and when you are hearing it, the 

devil’s chain gets shorter. Some of you have seen me sketch a tree with a pit bull chained to it. The circle of 

bare dirt where the grass is worn away is as far as the dog can go. If you step into the circle, watch out! When 

you are walking with God, hearing his Word, hearing how God made you his child, following his guidance, 

you’re out of the devil’s circle—beyond his power. You have a stronger Savior. Jesus’ strength is your strength. 

You may feel weak. The devil is right about that. But you have that Gospel power and “the shield of faith, with 

which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one” (Ephesians 6:16). Jesus told his disciples, “I 

will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. … Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will 

realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, 

he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show 

myself to him” (John 14:18-21) Don’t underestimate the power of Christ who won the greatest battle for you. 

He says here that he is with you. He shares life with you and overcomes the death of sin. He makes a connection 

and reminds  you of your connection to him. He has bound you to him with the power of his love. Satan is 

chained. God’s power and Gods’ love is not chained.  Amen. 

  


