
May 15, 2016     +     Pentecost – The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

John 14:25-27 

“You Have the Ultimate Memory Aid:  The Holy Spirit” 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 Two weeks ago our Confirmation Class at St. Stephen’s in Beaver Dam  sat in the front of the 

church to confess their faith by answering questions about what God tells us in his word.  We still have 

a separate examination of the confirmands service.   As the day of their examination got closer 

questions would arise from them; questions like “How many questions will there be?”  How long will 

the questioning last?”  How many questions will each of us get?”  And, the biggie…”What if we don’t 

know the answer?  What if we forgot?”  We tell them that this could very well happen, especially since 

they’ll be a little nervous in front of all their family members.  We’ve also tried to tell them that IF 

they’ve been listening in class and IF they’ve taken some notes, the answers are more than likely 

somewhere in their memory banks and we’ll just have to try to pull them out.  We might rephrase the 

question; or we might drop some hints, because we’re pretty sure the answer is in there; we just have to 

find a way to get it out. 

 Forgetfulness doesn’t just happen to nervous Confirmation examinees, though, does it?  We all 

forget things.  It’s unfortunately the result of being part of a sinful human race, with sinful, imperfect 

human bodies and minds.  Since we all forget, people have always tried to come up with memory aids 

in order to remember things when we’re under pressure.  The old standby has been the string tied 

around a finger.  Whenever you see it you remember that you were supposed to remember something.  

Trouble is, the string doesn’t tell you what it was you were to remember!  Another common memory 

aid is the use of words that help us remember several important things.  I came across an example of 

this in a safety brochure.  The important thing to remember was how to use a fire extinguisher, and the 

word “PASS” is the memory aid.  Each letter in the word “PASS” is the first letter in an action word, 

telling how to use the extinguisher.  “P” is for “Pull” – pull the pin.  “A” is for “Aim” – aim the nozzle 

at the base of the fire.  “S” is for “Squeeze” – squeeze the handle.  And the final “S” is for “Sweep” – 

sweep back and forth.    

 Jesus knows how forgetful sinful people are and how things we’ve heard and seen can get 

lodged deep in the memory banks, becoming difficult to bring out.  His disciples who were around him 

that Thursday night before his arrest, his trials and his crucifixion had seen and heard, and would see 

and hear, things Jesus did not want them to forget.  But the things they were about to see and hear were 

very tragic and traumatic and wouldn’t make a lot of sense to the disciples when they tried to tie them 

to some of the grand and glorious things they had seen and heard with Jesus earlier.   So that they 

would remember everything they had seen and heard and what it means so that they could eventually 

pass it on, Jesus promised they would receive what, better Whom, this day of Pentecost is all about for 

believers… 

The Ultimate Memory Aid:  The Holy Spirit 

1. He is a Gift from your heavenly Father. 

2. He teaches you everything about Jesus. 

3. He brings you Jesus’ peace. 

 

Jesus promised the disciples that the Father would send in his (Jesus’) name “the  

Counselor, the Holy Spirit.”  It almost sounds like the Father is the big Boss in heaven and the Son and 

the Holy Spirit do what he tells them to do.  You might think the Son and the Spirit are not equal to the 

Father in power, glory, majesty, etc.  And some religious groups who try to appear Christian say that.  

For example, Jehovah is God; Jesus is his son – made by Jehovah -who attained godhood by his godly 

life; and the Spirit is some impersonal force sent out by Jehovah to work in people.  But God’s Word is 



clear that both the Son and the Holy Spirit are equal “members” of the Holy Trinity with the Father – 

equal in power, honor, glory and authority, yet only one God.  (This is the Scriptural truth to be 

celebrated next Sunday, Trinity Sunday.)  In the first chapter of Scripture it says that the Spirit of God 

hovered over the shapeless world just brought into existence by the word of God.  Jesus, in telling his 

disciples to make more disciples by baptizing them into the name of God explicitly told them that 

name includes the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  So the Holy Spirit is his own boss, true God. 

 Perhaps the better way to understand Jesus’ promise that the Father would send the Counselor, 

the Holy Spirit, is to think about the order in which the persons of the Trinity carry out their work as it 

relates to us.  While every person of the Trinity is involved in all the work involving this world, in the 

Bible he tells us that particular works related to us are ascribed particularly to certain persons.  That’s 

why the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds include certain works in the articles pertaining to each person.  

To the Father is ascribed the work of creating, giving us existence.  After the first humans created fell 

away from God by sinning and thereby separated themselves from him, the Son took up the work of 

redeeming or buying back sinful people by taking on human life and living it perfectly and by taking 

the punishment for sin, namely that eternal separation from God.  Since Adam and Eve’s life at first 

depended on them believing what God had told them, so it was to be after the fall.  And that is the 

Spirit’s work, to once again breathe into humans the breath of life, faith in the saving work of their 

God.  He creates in people a faith that lays hold of God’s forgiveness in the work of Jesus, the Son.  

And so in a few moments in the Nicene Creed we will say that the Holy Spirit “proceeds from the 

Father and the Son;” when their work is accomplished the Spirit proceeds with his work.   

 That sending of the Spirit to work in human hearts is a gift from the Father.  Gifts are mostly 

given out of love, not because of any worthiness of the recipient.  Jesus promised that the Father would 

send the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, to those disciples gathered around him the night before he died.  

Think about those men for a moment and how undeserving they were of anything from God.  Peter had 

several weeks or months earlier tried to thwart God’s plan of salvation by telling Jesus he shouldn’t go 

to Jerusalem.  When Jesus told them they were heading for Jerusalem where he would be arrested, 

handed over to wicked men, mocked, put on trial, beaten, crucified, and he would rise from death, 

Peter boldly said, “This will never happen to you!”  To that Jesus said, “Get behind me, Satan!”  Then, 

on the night he promised the Holy Spirit, Jesus also told Peter he would deny three times that he knew 

Jesus.  Within hours of responding to Jesus that he’d be willing to die with him, Peter crumbled just as 

Jesus said he would.  James and John were there that night, too.  They had earlier, with their mother’s 

help, asked Jesus if they could have the most powerful positions in his kingdom when he took up his 

glorious kingdom.  They wanted to sit in judgment on everyone else.  Of course, that’s what the other 

disciples wanted as well, as demonstrated by their argument that very night over who was the greatest 

of the disciples.  Jesus’ lesson on humble service through the washing of their feet that night wasn’t 

fresh in their memories.  His words that he had come “not to be served but to serve and to give his life 

as a ransom for many” were apparently lost deep within the recesses of their minds.  Truths Jesus had 

spoken and truths revealed in actions were quickly tucked away in human forgetfulness.  These were 

not men who deserved any gift from God.  Yet Jesus promised the Father would send that great Gift, 

that ultimate memory aid who would pull from their memory banks the truths buried there that they 

might be applied. 

 The disciples’ forgetfulness and subsequent sinful behavior strikes a chord with us.  How many 

times haven’t we in our minds and hearts told Jesus he didn’t need to go to Jerusalem to die for us?  

I’m sure they are too many to count, since that’s what we do whenever we get our self-righteous 

attitudes toward others, thinking my sins aren’t as serious as someone else’s.  When you and I don’t 

view ourselves as “the chief of sinners”, we basically tell Jesus he didn’t need to go to Jerusalem for 

us.  Peter’s denials have been our denials.  We say we don’t know Jesus every time we try to blend in 

by language or behavior with our culture and peers.   And like James and John we like to sit in 

judgment on others, seeing, as Jesus told the Pharisees, the speck of sawdust in someone else’s eye and 



failing to acknowledge the plank of wood in our own eye.  Like all twelve disciples that night, we’d 

rather be served by somebody else than to make our lives living love sacrifices to God through humble 

service to people around us.  How undeserving you and I are of anything good from holy and almighty 

God, now or forever!  Yet Jesus’ promise to the disciples with him that Thursday night is a promise to 

all disciples!  He promises to send the Counselor, the Holy Spirit.  What a gift!!!  And when he is 

“given”, he teaches and reminds us of everything about Jesus. 

 In the twenty-four hours following this promise of Jesus to the disciples, they would see and 

hear much that could cause them to forget much of what Jesus had told them over the last three years.  

He had been telling them he was the Christ of God, promised since the fall into sin in Eden.  He had 

told them that he had brought the kingdom of God and that they would be part of it.  But as Jesus 

would suffer great earthly pain and endure the physical and spiritual agony of hell, the disciples’ big 

question about it all in the midst of the tragedy might have been “Why?”  Why is our Rabbi suffering 

this way?  Why isn’t he doing something; we’ve seen his power?  Why do our Jewish leaders hate him 

so?  While Jesus’ words about a kingdom and glory may have still been echoing in their minds, the 

words that said the kingdom and glory would come through suffering what sinners should suffer 

seemed to have been buried.   

 Tragic and traumatic events will often cause memories to be buried.  Sometimes the God-

created mind protects us for a while from painful events by sticking memories deep within.  Events at 

the other end of the emotional spectrum will do the same.  Good and pleasant events and happenings 

may blur or bury unpleasant memories of an event, place or person.  So it may have been with the 

disciples at that time.  The tragic events buried the memories of Jesus’ words spoken years before and 

the exhilarating event of Jesus’ resurrection to life may have blurred and obscured his earlier words of 

what this all would mean for sinful people.  They would need the Ultimate Memory Aid to bring to the 

fore Jesus’ previous words and actions and to have them  relate to the ugly events of Good Friday and 

joyous events of Easter Sunday in a meaningful way.  We need this “Aid”, too.  The tragedies and 

traumatic events in earthly life often become Satan’s tool in making us forget the love and compassion 

of our God poured out for us in the perfect human life and tragic death of Jesus, the Son of God, in our 

place.  The tremendous blessings we often take for granted in our lives also become Satan’s tool when 

they become our greatest joys, taking more of our time, resources and energy than activities of 

devotion to our Savior. 

 When the Holy Spirit came onto and into those disciples 50 days after Jesus rose from the dead, 

he caused them to remember Jesus’ words and actions of the previous three years.  He caused them to 

remember in the light of what Jesus had said and done all the truths and promises of God they had 

learned from their “Old Testament” Scripture studies.  They understood the love of God in Christ.  

They understood the need for Jesus to offer himself as the sacrifice for their sins, and as John wrote, 

not only for theirs but for the sins of the whole world.  The Holy Spirit, the Ultimate Memory Aid, 

reminds us and re-teaches us everything about Jesus – what he has done and still does for us.  He 

reminds and re-teaches us that his sacrifice and resurrection mean for us as far as where we are going 

and how we will go about living as Jesus’ disciples.  And as this Ultimate Memory Aid, the Holy 

Spirit, works through the good news of Jesus to remind and re-teach us everything about Jesus and 

what it means for us now and forever, he also gives us Jesus’ peace! 

 It’s almost unbelievable, isn’t it, that Jesus could be at peace when he was with his disciples 

that night before he died?  Those men had been arguing about which of them was greatest, seemingly 

not understanding at all what Jesus’ life had been about, nor that they were about to see real greatness 

on display the next day.  I think I’d be furious with them!  Beyond that, Jesus knew everything that 

was about to happen; how in the next two to three hours Judas would show up in Gethsemane with a 

mob to arrest him; how the High Priest and his cronies would make a mockery of justice and of God’s 

laws; how Pontius Pilate would crumble under Jewish pressure to finally give the order to have Jesus 

crucified; and how about sixteen or seventeen hours later while on that cross the Father in heaven 



would turn his back on him, leaving him to suffer the terrors of hell because he had the sins of every 

human being in his body and on his soul!  Yet, Jesus told the disciples he had peace to give them, his 

peace!  He told them to not let their hearts be troubled nor to be afraid, implying that his heart wasn’t 

troubled and that he wasn’t afraid.  How could this be?  How could Jesus have peace at such a 

tumultuous and traumatic time?   

 Jesus was at peace with God and with himself and with everything that was going on because 

his life was right with God.  His life had been lived perfectly according to God’s holy commands for 

human life.  Righteousness equals peace.  And so he had peace at that time, a peace he could pass on to 

his disciples: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.”  That’s the peace that the Apostle Paul 

said “goes beyond all human understanding.”  And they didn’t have to worry about losing that peace, 

because Jesus doesn’t give the way the world gives.  When we give something to someone, the 

possibility exists that we might ask for it back or that they might do something so awful that they’d 

have to forfeit that gift.  Jesus gives and asks for nothing in payment or return.  He’ll never take it 

away.   

 When Jesus says he gives you peace, that means he gives you the righteousness, the rightness 

or innocence with God that is needed to be at peace with him; to be out from under his condemnation 

of you r life.  The Holy Spirit, “proceeding from the Father and the Son”, works to convince you that 

Jesus has made you right with God.  Right with God, God is at peace with you and you are at peace 

with him!  Such peace is given every time the Spirit works in you through this good news brought to 

you through God’s Word and through the Supper Jesus told his disciples to eat “in remembrance of 

me”.  Since that Gospel in Word and Sacrament assures you that sins are forgiven, the Holy Spirit is 

not only a “memory aid” but also a “memory eraser”.  When memories of sins committed haunt our 

memories, the Holy Spirit, the “memory eraser”, erases our memories and gives us peace through the 

assurance of God’s forgiveness for Jesus’ sake.  He erases the punishment, and therefore also the guilt 

and fear that come from sin, reminding us that Jesus took our punishment for us.   

 That kind of memory erasing or failure is great!  Today, we are very aware of memory erasing 

diseases such as Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.  With many of these diseases short term 

memory fails, while long term memories dominate.  Those afflicted with these diseases seem to almost 

live in the past, in their memories.  In many cases, those long term, distant memories are of “the good 

old days”; perhaps memories of childhood or young adulthood.  With such memories often come peace 

and happiness.  When the Holy Spirit, the Ultimate Memory Aid, reminds and re-teaches us everything 

about Jesus, he gives us peace, peace that goes beyond human understanding and beyond this life!  

Through regular hearing and use of his word and through his supper, may the Ultimate Memory Aid, 

the Holy Spirit keep reminding and re-teaching you about everything Jesus has done and is doing for 

you.  And through that reminding and re-teaching may he give you peace.  Amen. 

 

 


