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Loved ones, 

2,500 years ago, the Persian Empire was divided into 120 regions much like our states, 
each with its own governor-like man to rule over it. Daniel was a Jewish man who worked 
for the king and did his job so well, the king was about to make him the supervisor of all 
120 governor-like rulers. One man, who had been born in a different country, worked his 
way up, running an empire next to the king. Of course he had enemies. 

What he didn’t have was anything to hide. No women in his past who could accuse him of 
anything dirty. No secret conversations with an enemy government or secret funds in a 
personal account. As the bible puts it, ““Daniel …had an extraordinary spirit…they could find 
no charge or corruption, for he was trustworthy, and no negligence or corruption was found 
in him.” (Daniel 6:3–4, HCSB) They only way his enemies would be able get him was go get 
him for being good. 

They did. “We’ve all agreed to this proposed law,” they said. “You are the closest thing on 
earth we know to a god,” they put in his mind. “For one month, everyone who prays, pray in 
your name or just pray directly to you.” What could it hurt about a law that encouraged 
people to be more religious, more dedicated to their king and their country? 

It could hurt anyone whose conscience would not allow them to pray to Darius. I suppose 
you could say Daniel had a choice – but you can’t be a Christian and not pray any more than 
you can be a human and not breath. Nor can you be a Christian and pray to any God but the 
one that actually exists. Even praying is secret wasn’t really an option. People were used to 
seeing Daniel pray in his window. They were used to not being able to schedule meetings 
with him during his prayer time. To have prayed in secret would have made a statement, 
too – that surviving in this world is more important than serving God. 

So Daniel was persecuted. And it hurt. It wasn’t fair. Jealous men got their way. A good king 
was fooled. An 80 year old man was sentenced to death for minding his own business and 
… praying. 

The only problem with the plan against Daniel was that God had made a promise. He had 
promised that “All nations on earth will be blessed” through the descendants of Abraham. He 
had promised that a Jewish virgin would give birth to God in the flesh whose Jewish son 
would be “punished…for the [sin] of us all.” (Isaiah 53:5–6, HCSB) And God had his man in 
place, running an Empire that protected the Jewish people at this point in history… Daniel.  

While persecution hurts God’s people it cannot hinder God’s promise. It didn’t matter that a 
hundred of the most powerful men in the most powerful empire in the world wanted him 
dead. It didn’t matter that a dozen starving lions brushed up against him and stopped only 
to smell their dinner. God wanted Daniel alive. God wanted his people protected. God was 
keeping a promise to save the world from sin and nothing would stop him. 

500 years ago this week, Germany was divided up into territories much like our country is 
divided up into states. There was a teacher in a state university who, at the time, was to 
serve as both a professor in the university as well as pastor in the church there. Also good 



to know was, at the time, the church was teaching that, in addition to the eternal 
punishment that God gives for sin, the church had the right to impose penalties of its own 
both on earth and in a place they made up between earth and heaven called Purgatory. 
Now, if you were really sorry… and willing to show how sorry you were by making a 
contribution to the church’s building fund, you could be let off the hook for the temporary 
penalties. As a young, devoted, Roman Catholic, even Pastor Luther even believed this. 

But then he noticed something. People were crossing state lines and coming back the way 
Minnesotans drive to Wisconsin to buy fireworks in early July. They were coming back with 
claiming they had purchased not only release them from church punishments, but for 
eternal ones as well. Pastor Luther, in his personal study of the bible and his study didn’t 
find anything about that. He wanted to talk about this with his students and fellow 
teachers. He sat down and wrote out 95 statements for them to debate in-house. As all of 
the other teachers in his school did, he tacked his theses up on the door of the church 
across town and expected someone to get back to him on when the debate would be held. 

The in-house debate never happened. His statements were taken down and taken to a 
printer. The printers could not keep up with the demands for copies.  

The people of Germany loved the idea of someone challenging a church that had lied to 
them, and used them, that had made them feel only the burden of their sin and nothing of 
the relief of God’s forgiveness. They loved someone saying that their money should not go 
to build a church in which they would never set foot. But those who stood to lose money 
and power did not love it. Along came the lawyers, the church authorities, finally the pope 
himself and the ruler of Germany, named the Holy Roman Emperor.  

I suppose you could say Luther had a choice. He could have backed down when he was told 
to take back all that he wrote and preached over the course of the next four years. But you 
can’t be a Christian and accept that there is a standard for truth greater than God’s Word. A 
37 year old pastor was excommunicated from his church and sentenced to death for 
wanting his people to know the that God forgives out of mercy, not for money. God saves by 
the work of Jesus Christ, not yours.  

But here we are, 500 years later celebrating the Luther was not executed, but continued to 
preach and write and inspire others to look at the bible and only the bible for salvation 
through faith in Christ. While persecution hurts God’s people it cannot hinder God’s 
promise. 

What do we learn? History repeats itself. Expect to be persecuted whether you pray in 
public or in private. Expect that if you believe in Jesus, people will come after you and it will 
get personal and it will hurt. It may not be hungry lions, it may not be a pope or emperor. It 
might be something as simple as a spouse who does not believe and discourages you in 
your faith. It might be the constant message that comes through your tv or computer screen 
that all religions are the same and you don’t need any of them to be happy. It might be co-
workers who aren’t as interested in talking with you because the sinful stuff they think is 
fun… you don’t. It might be friends who call you stupid for believing the bible… to your face 
or behind your back. 2500 years ago, 500 years ago 500 years from today – it won’t change.  

And because the human heart is sinful, that your heart is in constant need of reformation. 
This reformation happens when, God’s people take him at his Word. God’s greatest concern 



with Daniel was keeping his promise to give you a Savior to believe in and be saved. God’s 
concern with Martin Luther was making sure that those promises for you to believe.  

The very first statement that Luther made in his 95 Theses was this, “1. Our Lord and 
Master Jesus Christ… willed that the whole life of believers should be repentance.” 

That’s what the Reformation is about today, 500 years ago, 2,500 years ago. It’s about God’s 

great promise to save people through repentance. Through Daniel he kept his people alive 

so that we would have a Savior to whom could confess and in whom we could believe. 

Through Luther he kept that promise to keep this message clear. Through us the 

Reformation continues.  We sinners confess our sin instead of excusing it. We believe in 

Jesus work of living and dying for us instead of our own to be saved. We renew our 

determination to hear his Word in worship. We renew our habits to study his Word in 

private and with other believers. We devote our offerings to support the ministry of our 

congregation, our missions and Christian education that instills the Word in the 

generations following us. Constant Reformation is God’s ultimate goal. No matter who is 

against us, the hundreds of years of reformation remind us that while persecution hurts 

God’s people it cannot hinder God’s promise… that we are saved through repentance by 

grace alone, through faith alone, as God reveals to us in his Word alone. Amen. 

Daniel 6:10–12, 16–23 (NIV)  
10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his 

upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got 

down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 11 Then 

these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 12 So they 

went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree 

that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or human being except to 

you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”  

The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes and 

Persians, which cannot be repealed.”  
 

16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ 

den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”  
17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with 

his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be 

changed. 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and 

without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.  
19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he 

came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living 

God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?”  
21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut 

the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. 

Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.”  
23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel 

was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 


