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Jn. 10:22-30 There are few pictures of our relationship with our Savior, Jesus Xt, that bring more 

joy or greater peace of mind than that of Jesus as our Good Shepherd, and we, the sheep of His 

pasture. It is a picture that not only hangs on the walls of our churches, schools and homes, but 

one that is indelibly inscribed in the heart and on the mind of each sheep that belongs to the 

Good Shepherd. Each of us looks forward to the time when we shall enjoy the blessedness of 

being one of Jesus’ sheep for all eternity.  

 

But we need not wait to enjoy a taste of such blessedness. We have it already in this life. In fact, 

if we were to wait until we enter eternity to enjoy the blessedness of being one of Jesus’ sheep, 

we would miss it altogether. Our text underlines “THE BLESSEDNESS OF BEING ONE OF 

JESUS’ SHEEP” and those blessings found in this text are listed in our service folders so that we 

may study them, take them to heart, and enjoy them. 

 

In order to be one of JESUS’ SHEEP we must BELIEVE that JESUS is our SHEPHERD. “The 

Jews gathered around Him, saying, ‘How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Xt, 

tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in My 

Father’s name speak for Me, but you do not believe because you are not My sheep.’” 

 

Humanly speaking, there was no reason the Jews did not know that Jesus of Nazareth was the 

Xt, the Promised Messiah, and their Shepherd. In the O.T. God promised that the Savior would 

be born of a woman, that He would be born in Bethlehem and would be called Immanuel which 

means ‘God with us.’ So, what happened? Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary in a stable in 

Bethlehem. The Father proclaimed Him to be God when He said, “This is My Son Whom I 

love.” Jesus said, “I and the Father are One.” Furthermore, Jesus proved Himself to be God by 

His works. Every miracle proved He was God. Only God can change water into wine, restore 

the sight of the blind, make the deaf hear, strengthen the legs of the lame and bring the dead 

back to life. Jesus did all of these miracles and more. He is God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All, who like the Jews in our text, refuse to accept the miracles of Jesus, do not believe Jesus is 

God and are doomed. Their unbelief is plain evidence that they are not one of Jesus’ sheep. But 

those who by God’s grace believe that Jesus is true God with the Father and the Holy Spirit are 

Jesus’ sheep and enjoy the blessings He died to give them, especially the forgiveness of sins, life 

and salvation. This is the blessedness purchased by Jesus for all with His holy precious blood, 

but is enjoyed only by those who by God’s grace believe in Jesus Xt, their Shepherd and their 

personal Savior from sin. 



 

Having been bro’t to faith in Jesus, there are more blessings to come. Jesus says, “My sheep 

listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life.” The first in this 

group of blessings is this: JESUS’ SHEEP LISTEN OBDEIENTLY TO THE VOICE OF THE 

SHEPHERD.  

 

This is always true of those who believe in Jesus Xt: they love to listen to the voice of Jesus in 

the Holy Scriptures. Such listening is pure pleasure for the sheep. They do not judge His 

message to be irrelevant, impersonal and old-fashioned. The Bible is the Word of God, the voice 

of the Shepherd Who laid down His life so that we might live in God’s favor now and for-ever. 

Jesus’ sheep know that when the Shepherd thunders against their sin, against their sinful lusts 

and ideas, it is only for their good. They are moved to repent. Then they hear with a glad heart, 

“Son, daughter, be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven;” “Take, eat; take, drink, this is My 

Body and My Blood given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of your sins.” 

 

Jesus’ sheep pay no attention to the beguiling voices and enticing words of false shepherds. 

They know the voice of the Good Shepherd and the voices of His faithful under shepherds. 

Jesus’ sheep listen obediently in faith and receive peace, joy, hope and life in their Savior. The 

Good Shepherd seeks the lost and the wandering. He continues to plead “Come to Me all you 

who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn of 

Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” God would have 

all to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth. Jesus died for all! There is forgiveness 

with the Lord! 

 

 

 

 

 

JESUS’ SHEEP ARE KNOWN BY THE SHEPHERD. He knows that we are born sinners, dead in 

trespasses and sin, doomed to everlasting perdi-tion. Like dumb sheep, we are unable to 

choose, find or come to the Shep-herd. But in His mercy He calls us by the gospel to faith in 

Him. In His love He knows every blood-bo’t believer as His very own; He knows everything 

about us. He watches over us and keeps us safe in His grace. Overwhelmed by His grace, mercy 

and love, JESUS’ SHEEP FOLLOW THE SHEPHERD.  

 

Following Jesus begins in the heart, believing in Him Who laid down His life for us, coming 

before Him with our prayers and praises, glorifying His holy Name. The sheep of the Shepherd 

regularly and whole-heartedly come to worship their Savior; they are glad to be here in God’s 

House. They participate as much as possible in all the work necessary to proclaim the gospel 

here and around the world. With joyful hearts they bring generous, sacrificial gifts for the work 

of the Church. Following Jesus they strive to be faithful husbands or wives, loving parents, 

obedient children, loyal citizens and to live in step with God’s law out of love for Him Who 

died for them. 



 

To follow Jesus is to follow no matter where He leads, be it to green grass and cool water, or 

thru the dark valley of the shadow of death. Jesus’ sheep follow Him confidently and 

obediently wherever He chooses to lead them, being thoroughly convinced that “in all things 

God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His 

purpose.” 

 

And that brings us to the last mark of the blessedness of being one of Jesus’ sheep, namely, 

JESUS’ SHEEP ARE SAFE IN THE CARE OF THE SHEP-HERD. Here is the most wonderful 

blessing of all. No matter what happens in this life, how difficult it may be, how   poor or ill we 

may become, the sheep of the Good Shepherd receive eternal life as a free gift from the 

Shepherd. This is sure! We have a double promise from our Good Shepherd. Jesus said, “I give 

them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand” and “My 

Father, Who has given them to Me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my 

Father’s hand.”  

 

This life will end. But as the psalmist says, “I will not die but live and will proclaim what the 

Lord has done. We have this tremendous, life-giving promise from our risen and living Savior: 

“I am the Resurrection and the Life! Whoever believes in Me will live, even tho he dies, and 

whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

In the great resurrection we will join the “multitude of believers before the throne and in front 

of the Lamb, wearing white robes and holding palm branches, singing the song of heaven: 

‘Salvation belongs to our God, Who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’” We are safe in the 

care of the Good Shepherd. 

 

What blessedness is ours as sheep of the Good Shepherd! With David we love to recite, to sing 

and to hear: “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green 

pastures; He leads me beside the still waters; He restores my soul. He leads me in the paths of 

righteousness for His name’s sake. Yea, tho I walk thru the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil, for Thou art with me, Thy rod and staff, they comfort me. Thou preparest a table 

before me in the presence of my enemies. Thou annointest my head with oil, my cup runs over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house 

of the Lord forever. Amen” 

 

 

 

     


